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SUBJECT: AMOCO INCIDENT 

REF: (A) CAIRO 7837, (B) CAIRO 7658, (C) STATE 59628 

1. FONMIN KAMEL TELEPHONED LATE THIS APTERNOON, ON 
INSTRUCTIONS OP PRESIDENT SADAT, TO INEORM US OP AMOCO 
RIG 51 1 INCIDENT AND TO CONVEY PRESIDENT SADAT'S DEEP 
CONCERN ABOUT THE ISRAELI HARASSMENT. ALTHOUGH KAMEL 
APEIRMED THAT GOE DOES NOT RECOGNIZE MEDIAN LINE, HE 
STATED THAT AMOCO HAD MADE A CONSCIOUS EEPORT TO POSITION 
RIG WEST OP ANY SUCH LINE. HENCE, THE ISRAELI HARASS- 
MENT WAS DOUBLY DISTURBING. PRESIDENT SADAT, HE STATED 
SEVERAL TIMES, IS DEEPLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE ISRAELI 
HARASSMENT COMING AT THIS PARTICULAR TIME AND ASKED THAT 
THE MATTER BE BROUGHT TO PRESIDENT CARTER'S ATTENTION. 

2. I TOLD KAMEL WE WERE ALREADY AWARE OP THE INCIDENT 
FROM AMOCO AND HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE ISRAELIS ON 
THE SUBJECT. SINCE KAMEL'S LAST INFORMATION SEEMED TO 
BE BASED ON A MARCH 7 REPORT, I TOLD HIM OP CURRENT 
SITUATION AS WE UNDERSTAND IT, BUT WITHOUT INDICATING 
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AMOCO TACTICAL PLANS (REP A). KAMEL WAS GRATIPIED THAT 
WE HAVE ALREADY TAKEN UP THE MATTER WITH THE ISRAELIS 
AND HOPED WE COULD PERSUADE THEM TO DESIST. KAMEL 
KNEW NOTHING ABOUT THE BACKGROUND OP THE GULP OF SUEZ OIL 
DRILLING CONTROVERSY AND SAID HE INTENDS TO LOOK INTO THE 
MATTER. I TOLD HIM WE HAD HAD NUMEROUS EXCHANGES WITH HIS 
PREDECESSOR ON THE SUBJECT AND OPFERED TO BRIEP HIM ON THE 
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BACKGROUND AND WHAT USG HAS DONE IN THE PAST TO CONVEY ITS 
LEGAL POSITION TO THE ISRAELI AUTHORITIES. KAMEL SAID HE 
WOULD ASK THE MFA LEGAL DIVISION FOR A REPORT AND WOULD 
THEN PERHAPS REQUEST FROM ME ANY SUPPLEMENTARY INEORMATION 
WE MIGHT BE ABLE TO PROVIDE. 

3. I DELIBERATELY DID NOT INFORM KAMEL OE OUR EARLIER 
NOTIEICATION TO THE ISRAELIS THAT THE RIG WOULD BE SENT 
TO POSITION 373-2. EILTS 
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